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LETTERS 


Junwiwywy donpu & wugh,; 2bp yupptpwlwut, np Spumupwyencd & wupblwt 
nnpu féPe: 
bu nnwtu ufpnn Suyyuluts npwdtbph, nop nevad up thnpn Sucupudny Gru, 
niunp gutuwunil bY winudwygbint 2bhp Vpn. Bows, neumh~ punpnid bu 
pud ninupltp 2bp Gawd wbnbynPpruvipp wuqutwlgbyne Suup : 
Uywobyny 2ap gnimubny) twltwl pu, 
Teheran, Iran Vardan Nazarians 


Congratulations for your professional journal (No. 3 & 4, Dec. 


1976). 
Glendale, California Nick Jamgochian 


Congratulations for the great work you have done on Armenian 
Numismatic Journal (No. 3 & 4, Dec. 1976). 
Arcadia, California Luther Eskijian 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


In memory of Father C. Sibilian's centennial (+ May 23, 1878) the 
Armenian Numismatic Journal will publish a special edition. Articles 
on the father of Armenian numismatics or studies (2000-5000 words) 
on the coins of Cilician Armenia are solicited. The editorial board 
will provide the Armenian summary for English language articles and 
the English summary for Armenian language articles. His biography 
will be prepared in English from the forward of his famous treatise 
"Classification of Roupenian Coins" published posthumously. 

Deadline for the articles: March 31, 1978. 


sussururnnenhy 


Zuyp ¥. Ubwpypbwuh Sup hrpwd oul hu Jbguuwl pu (+ 23 Vwyhu, 1878)* uy 
Snutughawlwu gwuntup upp fnuuupwhyb pugunhy Uva: 8onnrwéotbn tn 

u nee r tuy npwughunifowt vwpwiop Jwupt Yaw wy neuntJuwufpne- 
@peuubp (2000-5000 pwn) Upp pybut Swywunwup npudubpne Ypwy: pw pwq- 
pulwt Ywqlp ypoh ywapwunt Suybptu whined weqpopbu paqnind Jone 
Lwoubpne be wuqpbpty wiipndnrlp Swybpbu poqniny yonnewoubpne: Mp 
WovuwqnnarPprup ypop ywapwunnch weq,opbund §huuncbyny pn Ingwhwenp 
pwuwuppnifbws Ynwy* " FwuwenpnePpeu fnepoubwu Fnudtng" np Spwnupwl- 
twé tn you dwine: Bonniwovbpne unwglwi uwidwuniwd dunghu fnewyut* 
31 Uwnun, 1978: 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian 
Numismatic Society, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, 
Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, Calif. 90660, 
USA. Associate Editors, C. R. Nazarian, W. Gewenian. Non-member sub- 
scrivtion $5.00 per year. Single covies $1.50. Back issues available. 
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(To be cont. 2) 
Kh. A. Mousheghian 


IN SEARCH OF AN ARMENIAN MONOGRAM 


Vahagn was one of the sons of King Tigranes Yerouandian 
(VI Century B.C.) and also his successor, according to legend- 
ary Armenian history. 

Vahagn was the battle-god and also the lover of Astghik 
(goddess of love). He was a popular national god and worshipped 
as much as the famous Armenian gods Anahit and Aramazt. Ac- 
cording to Moses of Khoren, an Armenian historian, his birth 
was miraculous: 


"Heaven and earth were in travail 
Was in travail the purple sea. 

The sea gave birth to red reed 

And from that reed came forth smoke 
And from that reed came forth flame 
And out of the flame ran a lad. 

His hair was of fire 

His bird was of flame 

And his eyes were like sons." (1) 


He has battled with dragons and conquered them. During a 
winter season he had gone to steal hay from the barns of King 
Barsham of Assyria. He transported the hay with huge arms. On 
the way he dropped some while he was flying through the heav- 
ens. The hay formed a luminous path which was called "Hart- 
goghi Janaparh" (Track of the Hay-Stealer) or what is known 
today as "Milky Way". 

With the conquests of Tigranes II the Great the image of 
Heracles was introduced to the Armenians. Heracles (2) was 
also a superman hero like Vahagn. Thus Vahagn was identified 
with Greek god Heracles and coins bearing the legendary hero 
were struck. 

The coin in question, from the writer's collection, is a 
bronze coin of Tigranes II the Great, 18 mm in diameter and 
3.24 gm weight. Obverse: Typical bust of Tigranes to right 
with Armenian Tiara. If there are eagles and a star it does 
not appear on the coin due to its poor condition. Reverse: 
Bearded nude Vahagn (Heracles) standing, head to left. Left 
hand leaning on a club and right arm folded, holding lion's 
skin. The inscription reads: BAZIAERE to left B E 
TLCIPPAINOCYS.(3) Additionally, a monogram [MJ in a recessed 
square appears to the left of Vahagn's head. 


1. L. Z. Surmelian, "I Ask You Ladies and Gentlemen", New York, 
1945, p. 229. For another good translation see, Z. C. 
Boyajian, "Armenian Legends and Poems", 2nd edition, 1958, 
London. However, poetic excellence is achieved in the above 
translation. 


2. For twelve extra ordinary tasks of Heracles (Greek for Her- 


cules) see W. Smith, "Classical Dictionary of Biography, 
Mythology and Geography", London, 1972 reprint, pp. 307-311. 
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A symbol in a recessed square 
immediately raises the question of 
whether it is a countermark. The 
monogram in the square is slightly 
larger than the lettering of the 
inscription. This argument 
strengthens the point that it 
might be a countermark. But a 
countermark would have a flat sur- 
face on the opposite side of the 
coin. A flat surface on the ob- 
verse corresponding to the hypo- 
thetical countermark is missing. 
Also, a comparison (4) with the 
monograms of other bronze coins of 
Tigranes II indicate that slightly 
larger letters are commonly used 
for monograms compared to the in- 
scription on the coin. Perhaps, it 
would not be a wrong assumption to 
conclude that it is not a counter- 
mark but is an original part of 
the coin. If we accept this argu- 
ment, then the next obvious ques- 
tion would be what does the mono- 
gram mean? 

An exactly similar letter 
does not exist in the Greek alpha- 
bet. But, very likely it would be 

Tigranes II, enlarged 3x the mirror image (5) of letter 

Nu. Probably, it was used in the 

regular Nu form on a coin of different area; and to distin- 

guish itself with a different identity, the mirror image of 
Nu was used. 

The letter N, in the Greek alphabet, could indicate the 
50th oe year of a ruler. However, Tigranes ruled 39 years 
(95 - 56 B.C.) only. Therefore, the monogram could not possi- 
bly be dating indication. It could be the initial of an en- 
graver or a mint mark. 

Sufficient numismatic evidence is not available to the 
writer about the actual meaning of this mint mark. According 
to D. Sellwood (6) NI or N mint marks could indicate NICA 


3. P. Z. Bedoukian, "A Classification of the Coins of Artaxiad 
Dynasty of Armenia", ANS MN 14, 1968, New York, pp. 41-66, 
pl. IX-XI, No. 19. Also, "Coinage of Artaxiad Dynasty of 
Armenia", 1969, Vienna, No. 18-1 and 19. 


4. Ibid., No. 18 obverse which has letter A to left of King's 
head. 


5. A good example of mirror image Epsilon (3) can be seen on 
an ancient tetradrachm of Eretria in B. V. Head, “Historia 
Numorum", 1967, Chicago reprint, Eretria, p. 362, fig. 205; 
Athens, p. 371-372, figs. 208, 212. 
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or NICAIA. However, this city was never within the teritorial 
limits of Tigranes II the Great. There is the city of Nisibis 
which could have been an operational mint and used Nu as a 

mint mark. According to history (7) Nisibis was under the su- 
zerainty of Tigranes II. But Nisibis was very close to Ti- 
cranocerta (8), logistically speaking, it would not be very 
practical to have two mints so close to each other. Ticranocer- 
ta was an addition after the empire was formed. It is very 
conceivable that Nisibis may have been an Armenian operation- 
al mint before Ticranocerta was in full swing as a new mint. (9) 
Unfortunately, numismatic evidence is insufficient on this sub- 
ject. Ancient historians are not much help either in this re- 
spect. Until further evidence surfaces it would be premature to 
reach conclusion on this matter. 

There is also the possibility of its being the initial of 
an engraver, or mint master, or magistrate as it was the custom 
of some mints where they used the initials rather than the 
actual mint names for their monograms. This in itself would be 
the subject of a series of articles to be researched within 
the sphere of classical Hellenic numismatics. 


Pico Rivera, California Y. T. Nercessian 
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6. D. Sellwood, "Parthian Mints", "Journal of Numismatic Fine 
Arts", Vol. 4, Nov. 1975, No. 3, Encino, California, pp. 57- 


7. J. de Morgan, "The History of the Armenian People", Boston, 
1965, p. 89. Also, W. Smith, Nisibis, p. 482. 


8. Ticranocerta was 55 km from Nisibis, see H. A. Manandian, 
"The Trade and Cities of Armenia in Relation to Ancient 
World Trade", Lisbon, 1965, p. 60. 


9. Nisibis has been a historical mint for other rulers. Head 
"Historia Numorum", p. 815. Also, P. Z. Bedoukian, "Five 
deards Containing Coins of the Artaxiads of Armenia", "Revue 
Des Etudes Arméniennes", Tome V, 1968, Paris, p. 426. 


oL 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON THE COINS OF ARTAXIAS I 


Artashes reigns over the Armenians in place of his father, 
Arshak, in the twenty-fourth year of the Persian king, Arshakan. 
Prospering greatly, he does not desire a secondary throne but 
aspires to one of the first rank. Arshakan consents to give him 
royal supremacy. Since he (Artaxias) was a proud man and a lover 
of war, he built a palace for himself in Persia and had coins 
struck with his effigy. He set Arshakan, king of the Persians, 
under his hand and made Tigran, his own son, king of the Armenians. 


Moses of Khoren 


"History of Armenians", Second Book, Chapter XI 
Translated by the editorial board of Arm. N. J. 


Ardachés succéde sur le tréne d'Arménie a Archag son pére, 
la vingt-quatriéme annee du régne d'Archagan, roi des Perses. Vu 
l'agrandissement de sa fortune, il ne veut plus le deuxiéme 
tréne, il veut le premier rang; Archagan consent A lui donner la 
suprématie royale. Ardachés était un guerrier superbe, ami des 
combats. Il se batit un palais en Perse, fit frapper monnaie a 
son effigie. Il tint Archagan, roi des Perses, sous sa puissance; 
et fit Dicran, son propre fils, roi d'Arménie. 

Moise de Khoréne 


"Histoire de l'Arménie", Livre Second, XI 
Traduite en frang. par le Vaillant de Florival, 
avec le texte arménien, Venise, 1841. 


Moses of Khoren stats that Artaxias struck money his effigy, 
which is etremely probable. But no coin of this ruler has been 
preserved. Moreover, the sequence of Armenian coins discovered to 
date is very incomplete, and the interpratation of the inscrip- 
tions they bear is often dubious. 


"The History of the Armenian People” Jacques de Morgan 
p. &3, Boston, 1965. 


The great achievements of Artashes suoplied material for 
many songs and folklore of Ancient Armenia, some of which Khoren- 
atsi.has fortunately preserved for us. A song about the city of 
Artashat begins as follows: "Artzshes went to the spot where the 
waters of Arax and Medzamor intermingle, and being pleased with 
the hill, he there constructed a city, calling it Artashat, after 
his own name. The Arax River aided him with the timber of forests 
(meaning that timber was brought down the river by rafting); he 
therefore carried out the cosntruction easily and quickly, and 
erected therein a temple." 


"A History 9f Armenia” Gahan MG. Keekad 
pv. 65, New Goo 1964 a urkjian 
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UUSGUUSP Nhehhy ursuGrU U. Wiuvvernhy Wuuhy 


Unuw2tu Rwqawenpt gwyng nputwy Ungwywy fon pipny pf puut 
bt f gnppnpn wh Unguiwuwy “Ywpupg wppugh. Ge yunwfunkld bnbuy, 
née aenupnbia ce! ntuh qui, wy, quiwqnifowu fbyu wot. noni 
§Swewubw,, ywudu wntnt Ungwywi ww, udu quafuquincPpruu: Lwugh 
in wyp _— bt ywotpwqdwutp. np Ge wopncupu fin fp Awpufg w2- 
fuwp Shu phubug, Ge qnw wnwudpu qhep yumlbpu Supywutn. Ge qup- 
gulwu pun fipn donuwp Yugneguwutp ffwquinn Ywpufhg, npytu qshq- 
pul ong peo gol Au ao 

lnpbuugh 


‘\Fandne@pru fwyng >, Ganp R.,F4inep oU., EF 198, 
Wbuanhl, U. Imqun, 1955 


ee a eee eee 


gece fuquinntg guybnh Yypwy fo Ungul fon min yupufg 
Unzuywt fuquinnh puwu Ge gnppnpn wwpned, Ge unwiwntd 4 puayng, 
Gnlnpopnwhwt quinn guuntg, wip weugqnifhru Yuwogue Gt Ungulwup 
Swucwubiny, ywudu uanwe Uufwquincehprug uUnpwu muy. npnyioude in- 
yup Ge yunipwqvuutp dunn En. fn wppnrufbpp aunubg afar 
ghubg, ot wnutianl nnud yuntg fp ywnlGnny, Ge Ungwhwufu pp db- 
nh mul yupupg Buquinp yungtg, pugytu pp npgb Shanwupuy  su- 
Jog @uquinp: 

lonnbuwgh 


“~Suyng Tundncpru.>, Ghnp A., Fyne FUL, EP 95, 
UspupsSupuph fupqtutbg be pntuwawubg wnpbu yu. 
Unbwub, RB mywannifpru, U. Ginanpantng, 1897 


 Unmugtut fp Son* Unzgulh pofutal Puquennnid — guyng Yxpwy 
yupubhg Unpulwu fuquenpnp puwubragnnubpnnn muna, Ge mebclalebe Sh 
tb Gudbunid Gpaupnpnwtwt quip qnwrb,, wy, dqunid & wrwqnifuwu 
Hpowaaue Sudwduyubyny> mwphpu & upwu vwwqwincftpreup: pny sb- 
mit (Unmwzgtup) Syupm Ge ywotpuqdwutn Uwpn tp, np Ge Wpulwu- 
nwunew eeoniay (jury wen ) ghuig bpbu §wdwp Ge wnwidpt nna Ynu- 
pay unctg fp yuntbpny, Ge YUngwhwupt pp 2bonph mw fiuquinn En 
nunid Fwpuywunwuf Yxpwy, hpugytu Ge fo npnh Shqnwiupu~ guyng 

wy: 
oe 7 lunpbiagh 
‘Suyng Wulnipfru >>, Shipp f., Fynip dU., bP 162, 
Cunqvwuntfhru Uywnbtpynu Un. Vujpwubwiup, Gnbruv, 1961 


~\.. Uyw tppnpn owpptu thw Uvpwn Phepunbwup be fuwquinph 
nponpubtpn, Unpnurwqnt nt Shqnwun, Swyywywt wiupnn? qoppnd: Uyw 
Ypug (Pun@i hh) Puquinpubng ipudwybght fppbug wann? onkppubppu 
hufughy nbyp poanbpy nt punuwpvbpp, Ge pontwunwightbop (vepne(- 
ubnp) wlpwgphv pbpnbpv ne puquptbpp: hu Swybpp Gywt be Yutuq 
wnwt Mnbqpnit: gwuntu byw unwig VE? nbuywivbpp be Swguncbghu: 


bbs, 


Unughuann Ybpunupdnfu Puquennh npnniu, opp Ywywuwenpnewd Ep, 
Gt oquntPhru Proummgwt wyuytu wubjnd. ~*bP— Gnbewu qu tpbee 
Pouuth be yuntpwqdh dbq Shu, Uvbup bpblnpbwu fuquinpubpu wi- 
duwwp bt whip qoneny dbq Stu Un ppubup be ly’ oqubun, pee GPE 
ppb.é vtlp ned Caultpaatt * Jbup wmuwup Suqup ugqunaugbuubpny 
Woqubtup diq: br spaiguitgart wyu puwnwontl Wn yupbup nnwl Unuw- 
2bu Puquinnh ywnlGpny**: Uzpu yundunue Suytbnp Lenina pit 
Unug (Punfi hh) uwidwutbpn* Sntunw punupp br %bUn#h pbinan, 
Surwi ne Unnwiwup: Ge wyuncitwbe SwWwbpw2 thu Swybnn, 
dpughtbpp Gt oubap, be pte /dnnnynipnt/ tt thw ht ha unedl 
Ehu Potuwdne ntd**: 

‘SPutuulut Sbunteyn.u guy @ngndne g. Vutwinywt 
unin by uti ne u, te aoaeneae. a 
“nbywu, 1945 


Undqubu tnnbuugh Yn Swumunt, ge Upmwabu npww ynnnwod &— fp 
yuntinny, pwu dn, np pum Swewuwhywu £, pwyg wyu p2luwufpu ng VEY 
npudtn Suwgué —: Upusbe wyuon quuncwd Suylwhwu npwwubptu gunb- 
Np gun wulenwn Gu, pu wuntg Und gpfuqnGpne vbyuncPprup yu- 
Cw YwulwoGyp &: 


““2uy Angnynipnp Awudacepeun * duq no Unnquu 
E? 93-94, “Inuffpu, 1947 


Unfftw, Unnwohuh f mbnpu, nep funupu Cnwup Ge Vtidwion, 
bt Switbwy pun pyniepu, ghueb pwnwp yhep wuncu, wunewubw, Unnw- 
gun: 26nuumnt ;hup dw Ge Cnwup thuywfptp Jwynhg. ywub npny 
wuwgfun Ge bnwq phubuy,, ywuqut f ww vbsbwu, be ne fp Rw- 
qunwuk quunyopu Unnbvhnwy Ge qudGuwyt Ynenu Suypbupe. puya 
quynnnth ywnlbnu wpnwpny punwppu wuqul Iniy fp Gwiaqup tu: 


*“Qantnifpru guyng**, Shnp A, Gpnefy WR., £2 288 lnpbuwgh 
ubuounfy, U. ‘wqun, 1955 


Unmwobun guned — wyt wminn, npwtn Unpwpun Gr Vbdudonp 
fuwntincld bu, Ge wyumbn pyninpu Swewubjny, pwnup & gpuncl be 
hp wuntund Ynened € Unuwgwn: Unuput Ey oqunard & upwu wununh 
puyany: firump unwig nénewnncfebwu be wpug ghubynd~ wytuibn 
vosbwi £ Ywuqubgunid be Ruqupwupg wyumbn £ itnfuwnpned Unubdh- 
up a i be poinn Suynbuwywt Yninpbpn: Fuyg Uynnnup wpdwup 
Ywuquagunid — pwnuphg qneny. dwiwyunthu vou: 


“Zuyng “Wundniffpru ~, Shop Re, Spnely we., EP 205 lunpbuwgh 
Cunqvuunce@pru Ujwnbldpynu Un, Uuyfuubwup, Unberwu,1961 


Ungutu @npGuught Swugnewd — ppnbe wyundusuynn jug dnjn- 
Unepnhu: bn apne qnnéng **4undnepheu 2uwyng > p muuungnpu 
nup dunuwywd € panpbe nwuwqhpp be neudwy woppen: 
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MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A., Hellenistakan Tramneri Shrdjanarutiune 
Hayastanum - 26) ;buphunulwt ea eGBh ep duiunnt Bele Sw ywuinw— 
univ (The Circulation of Hellenic Coins in Armenia), "Handes 
Amsorya", Vol. LXXXIX, No. 10-12, October-December 1975, 


Vienna, Austria, pp 423-448. In Armenian, illustrations in 
text. 


The ancient Hellenic coins circulated in Armenia, starting from 
IV Century B.C. have been presented with an introduction on 
metrology of Attic system and the manufacture of ancient Greek 
coins. The discussion includes the coins unearthed in Armenia 
as follows: Alexander the Great of Macedon and his successors, 
the Armenian kingdom of Sophene, Artaxiads of Armenia, Phoeni- 
cia, Parthia, and Roman Republic. The significance of all non- 
Armenian coins, with respect to international trade routes. 
through Armenia have been observed and discussed. 


RHODES, N. G., Some Armenian Notes, "The Numismatic Circular”, 
Vol. LXXXIV, No. 10, October 1976, London, England, pp. 370-~ 
371; Jllustrations in text. 


The article discusses 1. Two new dates for Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
bilingual trams; 2. An Armenian bilingual tram, overstruck on 
a Seljuk dirhem; 3. A seljuk dirhem overstruck on an Armenian 
tram. 


BEDOUKIAN. P. Z., The Double Tram Series of Levon I of Cilician 
Armenia, "The Numismatic Chronicle", Seventh Series, Vol. XVI, 
1976, London, pp. 98-108, pl. 18-25. 


A comprehensive die linkage analysis of reverse to obverse 
dies has been conducted from 167 double trams, 166 half double 
trams and 1 quarter double tram. The material for this study 
has been provided from these sources: “etcalf hoard, Poladian 
hoard of Daphne, various museums and private sources, and 
lastly Bedoukian hoard. The data has been offered in a seven- 
page tabulated format. Also, remarks have been made on the 
coinage of Levon I and particularly of double tram in 

relation to the coinage of kings immediately succeeding him. 


All articles are published in the language they are submitted. 
The editorial board of Armenian N J prepares the Armenian summa- 
ry (highlights of article only) for English language articles 
and the English summary for Armenian language articles. 


—_—— eee" cscs s_— ee ee were — — — 


(Cup. EP 31-tu) 2u3 UovUgrh UL ZUSUQOSNhVC 


u tu uh twlwi vwup Gnwé & npwi hu: Upupahu (Vépht) pwnwpp 
ea actus E nani Bush Quyupnifbwu: Shqnwuwhbpw Spduwnpan- 
wwé £ Ywyupnifowy Gwqadnrbytu Yyopf: fiipbdu Ubupphup ypuwy b- 
nwd pplw, wopwyulwu fnnbpwung Up Upuger Shqnwuwhbpmf inna- 
pwunghu ‘putin ef oo: Fowtughpuuwlws mn.Gw,uan pee neve ou 
wyu ninnnifbudp Yop Suu bqnulwgni pow Up gwuqgbjne Swwun : 
Yu wy Jbuaghnn Ynuwy Enwd pypuyt uqpuunung popwaphs wp- 
thumuqhiinpu Ge Yul uy fpnnopwung) yunbe hofmupu: 


b. @. Vopububwt 
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